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The issues surrounding students schooled at home continue to be of significant interest to
parents and school districts. Because of the number of inquiries the Texas Education Agency
(TEA) receives regarding this matter, | am providing some general information with respect to
the Agency's position on home schooled students.

The decision rendered in the Texas Supreme Court opinion



Elementary students should be assessed by means of a nationally recognized norm-
referenced test or by a previously released STAAR assessment for the appropriate grade
level.

Secondary students may be assessed using credit-by-examination methods for individual
subject areas or by previously released STAAR end-of-course assessments.

A secondary student assessed using the credit-by-examination method should be given
adequate time to prepare for the test, particularly if multiple examinations are required.
Under 19 TAC §74.24(c), the standard of 70% for students to receive credit for courses
they have already taken should be used rather than that the 80% standard for earning
credit for courses not previously taken.

Under TEC 829.916, school districts are required to allow home school students the
opportunity to participate in PSAT/NQMST and Advanced Placement (AP) testing that
each district provides enrolled students. The statute also requires districts to notify the
public via website or local newspaper of: the dates of PSAT/NQMST and AP tests; that
home school students are eligible to take the test; and the procedures for registering for
such tests. This public notice must be posted or published at the same time and with the
same § s)-2requdencys f (e m)-6)[Fd.00.2(/)-6.6 (h)18. ( (he )]2.6 (ac)-26.6 (,7 )11.4 (s)-2 (1)-6.6 (uden



