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IN THIS CHAPTER

• CROSS-SYSTEM COLLABORATION IS NECESSARY

• GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND GROUND RULES

• PRACTICAL STEPS FOR ESTABLISHING COLLABORATION  
AND LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS

• COLLABORATION IN ACTION: FOSTER CARE CONSORTIA
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CHAPTER 3
Building Cross–System Partnerships: Education,  

Child Welfare, and Courts

CROSS-SYSTEM COLLABORATION IS NECESSARY
�7�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���)�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���6�X�F�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���–�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���$�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���$�F�W�� 
���)�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���(�Y�H�U�\���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���6�X�F�F�H�H�G�V���$�F�W�����(�6�6�$�����G�L�U�H�F�W���O�R�F�D�O���D�Q�G��
state child welfare systems and educational agencies to partner in the implementation 
of educational stability provisions for students in foster care. Coordination between the 
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Children and youth in foster care have supports to prevent school dropout, truancy, and disciplinary 
actions, and to reengage in the education experience.

Children and youth in foster care are involved, empowered, and prepared to self-advocate in all 
aspects of their education.

Children and youth in foster care have consistent adult support to advocate for them and to make 
education decisions. 

Children and youth in foster care have support to enter and complete post-secondary education.  

GROUND RULES

 �> �6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���7�H�[�D�V���I�R�V�W�H�U���F�D�U�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���D�U�H���R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����4�Q�J�H�U���S�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���L�V�� 
counterproductive and divisive.

 �> Courts, education, and child welfare must all be represented in the discussion if a coordinated 
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• Host, convene, or participate in a local or regional foster care consortium that meets regularly with  
education, child welfare, and community partners to identify barriers and create joint solutions.

• 
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RESOURCES: Building Cross-System Partnership and Collaboration 
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https://cfsa.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/cfsa/publication/attachments/breakthrough%2520series%2520collaboratives.pdf
https://cfsa.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/cfsa/publication/attachments/breakthrough%2520series%2520collaboratives.pdf
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