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HouseBill 3 (HB 3) SAT, ACT, and TSIA Reimbursement
Frequently Asked Questions

We've shared some of our most frequently asked questions to help you out!
TheHB 3 SAT, ACT, and TSIA Reimbursement Rz modified periodically to ensure a
consistently accurate document.

Can't find the answer you're looking for? Please contact Advanced Academics at
advancedacademics@tea.texas.géor additional questions.

In which category does your question exist? Sections are bookmarked for a category quedtan
You may select the category section title in the chart below for a bookmarked set of Q & As or select a
specific question for a quick response.

(A) Policy Overview& Definitions (D) Calendar Constraints (G) Nationd Administrations
and TSIA Exceptions

(B) SAT, ACT, TS (H) Title I and NofTraditional
ISDs
(O Studentand District (F) School Finance () Student Absences

Requirements

(A)Policy Overview and Definitions

A.1) What is the HB 3 reimbursement?

A.2) What is ancollege preparation assessmeritt reimbursement?
A.3) Who is getting reimbursed?

A.4) For WhiEh&IigibIestudents is the district getting reimbursed?
A.5) How does this legislation and policy affect accountability?

(B)SAT, ACT, TSIA Definitions and Cost
B.1) What is the SATACT, and TSIA?

B.2) When are the SAT and ACT administrations?

B.3) Why isn’t the essay portion or writing test included in the reimbursement?
B.4) Why is the TSIA included in threimbursement?

B.5) What are the costs of the assessments?




B6) Will the discount automatically occur on the College Board or ACT online registrations when
student is registered independently?

| B.7) Can a fee waiver be used fmhoolday administrations?

(C) Student and District Requirements

C.1) What is the requirement for students?

C.2) Does a studehtave to meet the college readiness benchmarks for districts to receive
reimbursement?

C.3) What is the requirement for districts to comply with this law?
C4) Can districts restrict reimbursement for only schday administrations?

(D) Calendar Constraints
D.1) What is consideredyring” of junior year?
D2) If a student is behind or ahead on their credits and will be a second semestarin the




| F8) What & the settleup process?
| F9) How will TEA determine a district’s final reimbursement amount?

(G) National Administrations and TSIA Exceptions

G.1) Can the district beimbursed if they pay for a student to take an assessment on a National te
date?

G.2) If the district pays for a student to take a National administration, can they tell the student th
can't take theschoolday administration(or make the student pay for it) and vice versa?

G.3) How can the district request reimbursement for National administration fees or TSIA fees?

(H) Title I & NoiTraditional ISDs
H.1) Do Title | schools still receive the discounted rate of $8?
H.2) Can private schools receive reimbursement?
H.3) Can charter schools receive reimbursement?
H.4) Can homeschooled students still receive reimbursement?

(I) Student Absences
I.1) What if a student misses a school day administration?

| 1.2) What if a student missesnational administration?
| I.3) What is the absentee/unused test policy?
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Section A: Policy Overview and Definitions

A.1)What is the HB3 reimbursement?

Aschool district is entitled to reimbursement for the fees paid by the district for a college preparation
assessment administratiaamder Texas Education Code (TE89.8261(a)(Band§48.155.

A.2)What is a“college preparation assessmehthat is eligiblefor reimbursement?

“College preparation assessmehiacludethe ACT, SAT, or the Texas Success Initiative Assessment
(TSIA) for the 2022020 school yea(TE(839.0261(a)(3) The reimbursement covetbe basic SAT

and/or ACT test, or the reading and math sections of the TSIA. Other additional costs or fees such as the
writing test, subject areas testessayportion, or late fees are not eligible for reimbursement.

Diagnostic tests and retests are also not eligible for reimbursement.

A.3)Who is getting reimbursed?
The district is the entity that receives reimbursement from TEA for paying for eligible students tatake a
eligible assessment (TEE8.155).

A.4)Who are the eligiblestudentsfor which the district will be reimbursed?


https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.39.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.39.htm



https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Accountability/A%E2%80%93F_Resources
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.51.htm
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/k12-educators/sat-school-day/timeline
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act-educator/states-and-districts.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.39.htm

SAT (no essay) and $52.00 for the ACT (no essay). The TSékecdstendent on the institution that
administers the assessment. Please note that only the reading and math portions will be reimbursed for
each assessment (not writing or essay).

B 6) Will any discount automatically occur on the College Board or ACT online registrations when a
student is registered independently?

No,the national administration price will remain the same to users unless they use a fee waiver
Information about fee waivers can be found hdéoe SAT and herfor ACT.

B.7) Can a fee waiver be used foclsoolday administrations?
No, fee waivers are for n


https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/fees/fee-waivers
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/FeeWaiver.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/fees/fee-waivers
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/FeeWaiver.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.39.htm

SectionD: Calendar Constraints
D.1)What isconsidered‘spring” of junior year?
TEA definesspring”as January +May 31

D.2)If a student is behind or ahead on their credits and will be a second semest@oj in the fall,
will TEA consider this to bespring”?

No, springis defined aganuary 1 May 31. Districtsnayonly be reimbursed for juniorsvho take the
test during this time frame.

D.3)What is considered “schoolyear’?
TEA definea“schoolyear” as September 1 August 31However, summer assessments are not eligible
for reimbursement (assessments taken between Junédgust 3).

D.4)When can a student take the assessment at state Gost
Please see the below table for exampéémbursementeligibility scenariosThe scenarios follow student
1 (Johnny) in gray throughout his junior and senior year, and student 2 {Sali)8 ( 1)]TJ 0 Tc 0 Tw 22.435 0 Tdot



2019 The district paid for Sally (no@RADUATED The district is not eligible for
2020 to take an assessmeint the summer. reimbursement; that student is no longer
within the Texapublicschools
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SectionF School Finance

F.1) How was the advanced funding calculated?

TEA calculated the advanced funding by funding 100% of expected juniors and 50% of expected seniors
at $35 per student. This is not a budget, but rather an estimate of expected expenditures. Any amount
unexpended will be returned and any eligible amount overspent will be reconciled in April 2021 during
settle-up.

F.2) Will the $35 school day administration pridee automatically applied foiTexas schools?
Districts will receive a custom invoice from vendors reflecting the $35 price for eligible students.

F23) Is the &ptember 2019 SAT/ACT/TSténding that districts received going to be distributed

annualy? Meaning, should districts expect to receive another set of frdoaded funds with the same
guidelines in September 2020?

Yes, districts will receive advance funding in the fall of each school year with reconciliation happening in
the spring of the nexschool year. The funding amount will vary as it is baseprojectedenroliment

for the upcoming school year.

F.4) Can the original expense of the assessments be used to meet the 55% College, @afdditary
Readiness Outcoss Bonus (CCMR Q&pending requirement?



F.9) How will TEA determine a district’s final reimbursement amount?
Every summer, TEA will collect vendor data from the prior school year to detestoitientswho took
anassessment and whehat assessment was takeMEA will automatically considechoolday
administration for reimbursement. The district must submitrfad requests for reimbursement IF:
e The district wishes to be reimbursed for ational administration
e The district wishes to be reimbursed for TSIA administration

Please see question&for more information on this process.
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SectionG: National Administrations and TSIA
G.1) Can the district be reimbursed if they pay for a studeottake an assessmerdn a national



https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.39.htm

H.3) Can tarter schools receive reimbursement?
Yes, publicopenenrollmentcharter schools are eligible for reimbursement.

H.4) Can homeschooled students receiveimbursement

No, homeschooled students are considered private school students indteecs Texa; therefore, they
are not eligible for reimbursement.
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