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K-12 COVID-19 Testing Guidance and Eligibility Requirements  

2022-2023 School Year  

  

BACKGROUND:  

The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) received an $803 million ELC Reopening Schools Grant 
from the federal government in 2021 to support school-based COVID-19 testing activities intended to support 
the reopening of schools for in-person K-12 instruction. In addition, DSHS partnered with TEA to provide these 
resources to Texas K-12 public and private school systems to support items or activities to implement prevention 
and mitigation strategies necessary to curtail the spread of COVID-19.   
 

 
 
The CDC has decided to exercise expanded authority to permit the extension of these funds for one full year 
until July 31, 2023. This extension of the grant funds allows for the continuity of current school testing 
activities and ensures flexibility to ramp up testing when community levels of COVID increase.   

  
Carefully read the considerations and requirements below before choosing to opt into the SY 2022-2023 K-12  
Testing Project and the SY 2022-2023 School Health Support Grant. School Systems that decide to apply for 
the School Health Support Grant must confirm that they are implementing a multi-tiered testing 
approach/method throughout the 2022-2023 school year. To comply with the federal grant, adherence to the 
requirements is non-negotiable.  

 
  
REQUIRED NOTICE:  
  
This K-12 COVID-19 Testing Project is supported by the CDC of the U.S. Department of Health and  
Human Services (HHS) as part of a grant award totaling $803M with 100 percent funded by  
CDC/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, 
nor an endorsement, by CDC/HHS or the U.S. Government. For more information, please visit the 
Centers for Disease Control Website.  
    
   

Reopening Schools Grant 
SY 2022-2023 K-12 COVID-19 Testing 
Program: 
Provides school-based COVID-19 testing 
activities through the work of six approved 
vend

lth Support Grant: 
Provides eligible K-12 public and private school systems 
with access to needed funds to further support COVID 
mitigation/prevention resources and activities. 
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APPLICATION ELIGIBILITY:  
1. Any public or private K-12 school system interested in participating in this program must complete 

the new application process regardless of if they previously opted into the state’s COVID testing 
programs.  
  

2. School systems must implement a multi-tiered testing program to participate in the Reopening 
Schools Grant (SY 2022-2023 K-12 COVID-19 Testing Program & School Health Support Grant).  
  

3. Pre-K/daycare students that are part of school systems are eligible for this program also, even if 
they do not share a campus or co-mingle with K-12 students.” 
  

4. Public & private school systems that participated in the SY2021-2022 Reopening Schools Grant 
must have completed all the closeout activities to be eligible to apply for SY2022-2023 Reopening 
Schools Grant.  

  
5. The City of Houston also received funds through the same federal grant program to support a set of 

public and private school systems within the City of Houston boundaries. If you are in the Houston 
area, please review the list of school systems; the City of Houston will support and determine if 
you are eligible for their program. If so, once you apply, you will receive an allocation from the City 
of Houston to use throughout SY 2022-2023 in TEA’s program for rapid antigen tests only. In 
addition, the City of Houston will provide PCR tests and staffing support directly through its 
program.  

  
6. All eligible school systems must adhere to the SY2022-2023 K-12 COVID-19 Testing Guidance and 

Eligibility Requirements (this document) if they apply and participate.  
  

https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7OoJhQkTGQ37fuK
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7OoJhQkTGQ37fuK
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7OoJhQkTGQ37fuK
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7OoJhQkTGQ37fuK
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https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7OoJhQkTGQ37fuK
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7OoJhQkTGQ37fuK
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/taa-2021-2022-covid-19-testing-program-closeout-dates-and-feedback-request.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/taa-2021-2022-covid-19-testing-program-closeout-dates-and-feedback-request.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/city-of-houston-supported-school-systems.xlsx
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PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS:  
 

1. School systems are required to implement a multi-tiered testing program.  
• Screening testing is no longer required under this program; however, screening testing may still 

be advisable in certain circumstances and may be supported by these resources. Recipients with 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html
https://tea.texas.9/Link/Ty0rent 45/S2/Annot>><</S/URI/Uype/://tea.texas.9/Link/Ty0rent 45/S2/Annot>><</S/URI/Uype/:08/5]/4ubtype/Link/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#project)>><</A 853 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border7W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[180.314 595.675 187.301 62292.3997I/Uype/:08/5]/Subtype/Link/Type/Annot>3<</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#project)>><</A 855 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border7W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[157.76 595.675 184.814 622.89.91StructParen96.8997Itype/Link/Type/Annot>3<</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#project)>><</A 857 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border7W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[155.274 595.675 162.26 622.73.tructParen94.41Subtype/Link/Type/Annot>3<</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#project)>><</A 859 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/BorK[96BorObj 882 0>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 7>><</S/Pg 6<</S/SURI(he/Border80 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[220.828 595.675 240.265 622.7384Stru26.87 0236.68tru 42949ink/Type/Annot>><</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Border82 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[384.539 595.675 396.741 622.75/S02ru26.87 0t 56189ru 42949ink/Type/Annot>7<</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Border84 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[384.539 595.675 396.741 622.38.589ru26.87 0t 684S2ru 42949ink/Type/Annot>72</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Border86 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[384.539 595.675 396.741 622.349/S2ru26.87 0t43.089ru 42949ink/Type/Annot>71</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Border88 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[301.609 595.675 312.125 622.74.7W u26.87 0t40.6S2ru 42949ink/Type/Annot>70</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Border90 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[301.609 595.675 312.125 622.75]/SW u26.87 0t09.23ru 42949ink/Type/Annot>>9</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Border92 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[384.539 595.675 396.741 622269.t>><u26.87 0t05]/S3ru 42949ink/Type/Annot>>8</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Border94 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[384.539 595.675 396.741 622263.969ru26.87 0Str.3>><u 42949ink/Type/Annot>>7</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Border96 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[251.153 595.675 277.954 622.78.538ru26.87 0S68.469ru 42949ink/Type/Annot>66</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Border98 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[251.153 595.675 277.954 622.75.1>><u26.87 0263.430 u 42949ink/Type/Annot>65</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/Borde46 90>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[235.765 595.675 242.752 622.726188ru26.87 0S 386>><u 42949ink/Type/Annot>>4</S/URI/URI(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safetysites/default/files/ic-heasy-t 32-t 33-vendor-resource-chart.xlsxpe/[00 190>>900 890>>900 2 0>> null9007090>>900>><</S900>2<</S900>3<</S900>4<</S900>590>>900 2 0>> null9null9null910/W 0>>910/890>>966 90>> null90076<</S900>790>> null9007890>>9007W 0>>9108090>>9008><</S90082<</S9008 90>> null90084 0>> null9null9null9108590>> null9008690>> null9008790>> null90088 0>> null9008W 0>>9109090>>9009><</S90092<</S90093<</S90094 0>>731 90>>910/890>>910/890>>9109590>>]BorK[46BorObj 10/W 0>>/tps:/OBJR>>BorObj 10/3 0>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 00 2 0>>/Pg 1/Sub</S/SURI(he/BorK[16BorObj 10/0 0>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 00/890>>/Pg 1/Sub</S/SURI(he/[003 90>>91033<</S90034<</S9003590>>90036<</S9003190>>9003890>>9103W 0>>9104090>>9004><</S9004 90>>91043<</S90044<</S9004590>>90046<</S9004190>>9004890>>9104W 0>>910/090>>9005><</S9005 90>>910/3<</S90054<</S9005590>>90056<</S900/W 0>>][null9null9null9997I0>>731690>> null970 90>> null970890>> null9702 0>> null995 90>> null995190>> null995290>> null9953 0>> null9null9null91016 0>> null9null91017 0>> null9null91018 0>> null9null91019 0>> null9null91020 0>> null9null999090>>991490>> null9955 0>> null9null9null91021 0>> null9null99/3 0>> 916 0>> null9null9null995890>> null9719 0>> null9920 0>> null9921 0>> null992290>> null992390>> null992490>> null992590>> null9926 0>> null9null9null91022 0>> null9null91023 0>> null9null91024<</S9002590>> 997I0>>7397I0>>7390I0>>7390I0>>7317 0>> 9/3 0>> 9/3 0>> 9/3 0>> 9/3 0>>]BorK[4BorObj 101490>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 397I0>>/Pg 3b</S/SURI(he/BorK[6BorObj 105290>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 397I0>>/Pg 3b</S/SURI(he/BorK[8BorObj 105090>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 397I0>>/Pg 3b</S/SURI(he/BorK[10BorObj 100890>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 397I0>>/Pg 3b</S/SURI(he/BorK[12BorObj 100690>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 397I0>>/Pg 3b</S/SURI(he/BorK[14BorObj 100490>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 397I0>>/Pg 3b</S/SURI(he/BorK[16BorObj 100290>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 397I0>>/Pg 3b</S/SURI(he/BorK[18BorObj 100090>>/tps:/OBJR>>]/Lang(EN-US)/P 397I0>>/Pg 3b</S/SURI(he/
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https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#project
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Low Medium High 

• Stay up to date with COVID-
19 vaccines 

• Get tested if you have 
symptoms 

• Low frequency of COVID-19 
testing (consenting staff and 
students with current consent 
forms on file) i.e., monthly. 

 

• If you are at high risk for 
severe illness, talk to your 
healthcare provider about 
whether you need to wear a 
mask and take other 
precautions 

• Stay up to date with COVID-
19 vaccines 

• Get tested if you have 
symptoms 

• Medium frequency of COVID-
19 testing (consenting staff 
and students with current 
consent forms on file) i.e., bi-
weekly. 

• Wear a mask indoors in public 
• Stay up to date with COVID-

19 vaccines 
• Get tested if you have 

symptoms 
• 

https://te-7>><</K exLBody>><</K 76/Lang(EN-US)/0 R/P 115 Tv0 R 472 8/t93/default/fd2 801/S/LI>><</vid<</vid-19-lt/ts-S7t/K 476 0 R/P 470 0 R/S/LI>><</K 475 0 R/P 470 0 R/S/LI>><</K 474 0 R/P 470 0 R/S/LI>><</K 110/Lang(EN-US)/P 473 0 R/Pg 16 0 R/S/LBody>><</K 106/Lang(464 0 Rk8Ki0 3869 491 392039203920LI>><</K 91iv/7sP5 0 R/S/L>><</K 423 0 R/P 465 1LBody>><</K 468 0 R/P 470 0 R/S/LI>><</K[471 07ruct5S)/x203920LI>(46ion)/x203920LI>(46io45920L603920LI>(403920LI>(4R/S/ts-S7t/K91.300 0/P 473 0 R3./K 410 R/S/LBody>><</K 106/7ang(464 0 Rk8Ki0 3869 491 392039203920LI>><</K 91iv/7sP5 0 R/S/L>><</K 423 0 R/P 465 1LBody>><</K 468 0 R/P 470 0 R/S/LI>><</K[471 07ruct5S)/x203920LI>(4K[3871 2der/W 388LBody>><</K 102/L8t/fd2 801/S/LI>><</vid<</vid-13 58>><</S/83 478 0 R/BS<</S/S8t/fd2 526/fd2 527/fd2 528/fd2 52[0 0 0]/H]/La06/Lang(EN-US)/83 478 5250 0 0]/H]//Rect[28TD(EN-US)ruct478 507/fd2 ]/La06/0]/H]/S/LI>><<TR(EN-US)/99/fd2 ]/50 0 0]/H]/ 0 R/Pg TableLI>(46ion 470 0S)/8ct478 /Bor 0 0]/H]/S)/P 469THLI>(4O Table/Sco 38Row</vid-13 </K 458 090/LI>><<TR(EN-UA0 R/S70 0S)/9der/W 08[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[28TableLI>(4BBox[77.7lt/945 0 0 R1.851 257.728LBOBodyout/Placem 10/Block</vid-1393/K 458 090/LI>><<TR(EN-UA0 R4S70 0S)/95t478 /Bct478 /B7r 0 0]/H]92)/P 469THLI>(4O Table/Sco 38Column</vid-18R 472 8/t93/defau9/K 76/Lan9/P 457 0 R/S/L>88 472 8/t93/defau9/K 76/Lan9/P 457 0 R/S/L>90 472 8/t93/defau9/K 76/Lan9/P 457 0 R/S/L>9P 451 0 R/S/LI>>< </K 45801/S/LI>><<P(EN-US)ru0t478 501t478 502a06/0]/H]/S/LI>><<TR(EN-US87.90K 458 09ng(EN-US)/P 471 0 THLI>(4K286.3K 458 09ng(EN-US)/P 471 0 THLI>(4K28633K 458 09ng(EN-US)/P 471 0 THLI>(4K23754 0 R/S/P>><</K502a06/5801/S/LI>><<P(EN-US23734 0 R/S/P>><</K501a06/5801/S/LI>><<P(EN-US23724 0 R/S/P>><</K500/K 45801/S/LI>><<P(EN-US)r17/fd2 5180 0 0]/H]//Rect[28THLI>(4K286LBody>><<//Rect[28TD(EN-US)ru9/fd2 510t478 511t478 512a06/0]/H507/fd2[288.989 3051663 295.86LBody>(https://te5order/W 086LBody>(https://te5o4der/W 086LBody>(https://te5o3der/W 086LBody>(https://te5 R/S/P>><</K 31/512a06/ 801/S/LI>><</vid<</


https://txdshs.quickbase.com/db/bsb6gcyie?a=nwr&nexturl=%2Fdb%2Fbrqwsm93n%3Fa%3Dshowpage%26pageid%3D2
https://txdshs.quickbase.com/db/bsb6gcyie?a=nwr&nexturl=%2Fdb%2Fbrqwsm93n%3Fa%3Dshowpage%26pageid%3D2
https://txdshs.quickbase.com/db/bsb6gcyie?a=nwr&nexturl=%2Fdb%2Fbrqwsm93n%3Fa%3Dshowpage%26pageid%3D2
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ALLOCATIONS AND HOLDS:  
  
Allocation Planning  
The K-12 Testing Program was created to support a multi-tiered testing approach in school systems across the state. 
Schools must have a multi-tiered testing plan that supports their district's needs. Schools must only order what they intend 
to use in a month. Last year, on average, school systems tested 3% of their total district population each month. School 
leaders and testing coordinators can review 
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Staffing Expectations  
School systems must:  

1. Apply for staffing services on the SY2022-2023 K-12 COVID-19 Testing Application and attend the required 
webinar.  

2. 
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We recommend you review the K-12 COVID-19 Testing Project FAQ within the Public Health Orders Card on TEA’s COVID-
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