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COVID-19 Molecular and Antigen Testing

In support of Governor Greg Abbott’s efforts to support on-campus learning,
and to minimize the risk to students, staff and faculty in schools through
testing for COVID-19, I, John Hellerstedt, M.D., Commissioner of the Texas
Department of State Health Services, issue this standing delegation order for
testing in schools.

This standing order authorizes any school participating in the Department of
State Health Services (DSHS)/Texas Education Agency (TEA) “ELC Re
opening Schools: Support for Screening Testing and Keeping Schools
Operating Safely” (the Grant) grant to administermolecular and antigen tests
to detect SARS-CoV-2, consistent with this order and the grant terms. This
standing order is issued under my authority as stated in Texas Health &
Safety Code, Ch. 81 and 22 Tex. Admin. Code Ch. 193.

Eligibility

• Students, faculty and staff of a Texas K-12 school regardless of
symptoms, of a school participating in the Grant, and

• Students, faculty and staff of a preschool or daycare co-located with a
school participating in the Grant.

Facility Requirements
• The school, preschool or daycare must be participating in the Grant
• Registered through TEA as a grant participant
• Operate under a CLIA waiver, and
• Operate under guidelines of the grant and the Emergency Use

Authorization (EUA) requirements of the test being used.
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