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Introduction 

TEA, as the pass-through entity1, is the grantee2 from the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) and TEA 

awards subgrants to non-federal entities3 such as local educational agencies (LEAs), including school districts, 

charter schools, and education service centers, and to a lesser degree institutions of higher education (IHEs), 

and nonprofit organizations (NPOs) who are the agency’s subgrantees4. These guidelines apply to all 

subgrantees of TEA, regardless of whether referenced herein as subgrantee or grantee. For purposes of this 

document, TEA may use the terms grantee and subgrantee synonymously for its subrecipients. 

This part of the request for application (RFA), Program Guidelines, is to be used in conjunction with the 

General and Fiscal Guidelines and any application instructions.  

For applicants selected for funding, all guidelines and instructions will be incorporated by reference into the 

Notice of Grant Award (NOGA). 

Reference to the General and Fiscal Guidelines 

The Program Guidelines provide information specifically relevant to this grant program. The General and Fiscal 

Guidelines provide information relevant to all TEA grant programs. Throughout the Program Guidelines, cross-

references are given to applicable sections of the General and Fiscal Guidelines. It is critical that you review all 

referenced sections of the General and Fiscal Guidelines when preparing your application. 

Errata Notices 

See the General and Fiscal Guidelines, Errata Notices. 

 
1  Pass-through entity is defined as a non-Federal entity that provides a subaward to a subrecipient to carry out part of a 

federal program. (2 CFR 200.74) 

2  Grantee is defined as the legal entity to which a grant is awarded and that is accountable to the federal government for 

the use of the funds provided. The term “grantee” does not include any secondary recipients, such as subgrantees and 

contractors that may receive funds from a grantee. (34 CFR 77) 

3  Non-federal entity is defined as a state, local government, Indian tribe, institution of higher education, or nonprofit 

organization that carries out a federal award as a recipient or subrecipient. (2 CFR 200.69) 

4  Subgrantee is defined by TEA to be the same as a subrecipient which is defined as a non-federal entity that receives a 

subaward from a pass-through entity to carry out part of a federal program; but does not include an individual that is a 

beneficiary of such program. (2 CFR 200.93) Subgrantee is defined in 34 CFR 77 as the legal entity to which a subgrant is 

awarded and that is accountable to the grantee for the use of the funds provided. 
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Overview of the Informal Discretionary Competition (IDC) Grant Process 

https://tea4avoswald.tea.state.tx.us/GrantOpportunities/forms/GrantProgramSearch.aspx
/Finance_and_Grants/Grants/Grants_Awarded/Grants_Awarded_Data/
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Contact for Clarifying Information  

See the General and Fiscal Guidelines, TEA Contacts. 

The following TEA staff member should be contacted with questions: 

Grant Program Contact 

http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769819073
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U.S. Department of Education and/or State Appropriations 

The following is provided in compliance with the U.S. Department of Education Appropriations Act: 

 

CATEGORY AMOUNT 

Total funds available for this project $750,000 

Percentage to be financed with federal funds 0% 
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Timeline 

For all dates related to the grant, including reporting dates, see the TEA Grant Opportunities page. If a report 

due date falls on a weekend or holiday, the report will be due the following business day. All dates except the 

grant ending date may vary slightly as conditions require. 

Date Event 

October 1, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. General Webinar Option 1 
Registration link found on the LASO 3 website. 

October 3, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. General Webinar Option 2 
Registration link found on the LASO 3 website. 

October 14, 2024 Grant application available  
LASO individual application links will be emailed to 
Superintendents on October 14, 2024. Please see the LASO 3 
website for more information. 

October 21, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. Program Specific Webinar Option 1 
Registration link found on the LASO 3 website. 

October 22, 2024 at 2:30 p.m. Program Specific Webinar Option 2 
Registration link found on the LASO 3 website. 

November 1, 2024 Deadline to submit questions for the final FAQ document 
Applicants may email their questions to the LASO central inbox 
at LASO@tea.texas.gov. 

November 13, 2024 FAQ Publishing 
The FAQs for this grant program will be posted to the TEA Grant 
Opportunities page and LASO website no later than the date 
listed on the Grant Timeline. See General and Fiscal Guidelines, 
Frequently Asked Questions. 

December 13, 2024 Due date for the IDC Qualtrics application 
The LASO 3 application must be received by the TEA by 5:00 
p.m., Central Time. See General and Fiscal Guidelines, LASO 3 
Application Due Date and Time. 

December 20, 2024- January 30, 
2025 

Application review period, including interviews if necessary 
See General and Fiscal Guidelines
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Performance and Evaluation Measures 

The applicant agrees to collect data and report on the following mandatory performance and evaluation 

measures:  

Grantees agree to participate in the Texas Summer Learning Study if needed as outlined in the program 

requirements. Annual data collections on student progress in the summer program, student and staff 

satisfaction surveys, and planning documents will be collected. 

Limits on Contracted Evaluators 

Applicants should make every effort to ensure that contracted evaluators are independent and objective.  

Allowable Activities and Use of Funds 

Refer to the Budgeting Costs Guidance Handbook on the Grants Administration Division’s  

Grant Resources page for general guidance on allowable activities and use of funds. 

Allowable activities and use of funds for this Grant include only the following: 

General Allowable Activities and Use of Funds 

Include from the following list any applicable activities and any other general uses of funds allowed for the 
Grant program. If programmatic allowable activities are more specific, as appropriate use that language 
instead. If limitations apply, include them (e.g., specific payroll positions, required contracts, etc.). If an activity 
is NOT allowable for this Grant program, add to the Unallowable Activities and Use of Funds list, and check the 
box and we will delete the activity 

 Payroll costs are limited to the eligible payroll positions below: 

o Stipend for ADSY PEP Summer Project Manager 
o Stipends for ADSY PEP Steering Committee Members who attend 85% or more of Steering 

Committee Meetings and supports the development of the LEA's ADSY PEP Summer Strategic 
Plan 

o Payroll costs for ADSY PEP summer program Teachers, ADSY PEP summer program 
Paraprofessionals, and ADSY PEP summer program campus Principal or Assistant Principal 

 Professional and contracted services  
o Grantees must collaborate with the TEA-designated technical assistance provider from the 

ADSY PEP Learning Community. This partnership is essential for ensuring that ADSY PEP 
summer LEAs receive the support and resources needed to effectively implement grant 
objectives and improve educational outcomes. 

 Consumable and durable supplies and materials that are necessary and reasonable to meet the 
objective of the ADSY PEP Summer Learning grant 

/sites/default/files/budgeting_costs_guidance_handbook.pdf
/finance-and-grants/grants/grants-administration/grant-resources


 

/finance-and-grants/grants/grants-administration/forms-for-prior-approval-disclosure-and-justification
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/finance-and-grants/grants/grants-administration/grant-resources
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 Playground equipment or refurbishment. 

 Technology purchases such as laptop computers. 

 Transportation costs such as vehicle purchases. 

Attachments 

There are two types of attachments that may be required to be submitted with your application: 

Required Program-Related Attachments  

See the General and Fiscal Guidelines, Required Program-Related Attachments, for a general description of 

program-related documents that can be required as attachments to the application. 

The applicant must submit with the application the following required program-related attachments. 

1. Board Approved 2024-2025 School Year Calendar 

Reminder: Do not submit unsolicited attachments. Unsolicited attachments will not be reviewed. 

Required Fiscal-Related Attachments 

See the General and Fiscal Guidelines, Fiscal-Related Documentation Required to Be on File, for a general 

description of fiscal-

/finance-and-grants/grants/grants-administration/guidelines-provisions-and-assurances
/finance-and-grants/grants/grants-administration/guidelines-provisions-and-assurances
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 Grade 3 Math Needs: 

http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769819073
http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769819073
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The oral interview will assess the readiness of applicants to implement and sustain the grant. Applicants can 

earn a maximum of 20 points during the interview. The following criteria will be used to allocate points: 

1. Commitment to the ADSY Eligible Calendar (0-5 points) 

 5 points: Clear and demonstrated commitment from the school board and stakeholders to maintain 

the ADSY-eligible calendar. 

 3 points: Some commitment shown but lacking full endorsement from the school board or 

stakeholders. 


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Tie-Breaking Criteria 

In the event of a tie: 

 Highest Percentage of Economically Disadvantaged Students: Applicants will be prioritized based on 

the percentage of economically disadvantaged students served. 

 Grade 3 Math Needs: If there is still a tie, applicants with the highest needs in Grade 3 Math, as 

indicated by the 2023-2024 STAAR approaches levels, will receive priority. 
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